
Syllabus: Drum Set Lessons with Steve Barnes Fall 2019       
MUAC 1521.716 

Instructor:  Steve Barnes 
E-mail: stephen.barnes@unt.edu 
Phone:  (661) 713-8313 
Studio: Music Building Room 139 
Office Hours: By appointment only 

 
Semester Barrier requirements-expectations.  
 
Please be advised: examine the Applied Lesson Syllabus and understand that at semester 
barrier performance juries, ANY exercise that is required in the 13 weeks may be 
requested to play at the given metronome marking range. The selections that are called at 
barriers are random from each book in your specific level. It is your responsibility to have 
it all secure for proficient execution. 
 
Weekly Assignments: Follow the assignments for your level of study as outlined in the 
percussion Applied Lessons Syllabus that can be downloaded at www.music.unt.edu/percussion. 
Each student is responsible for staying up-to-date with weekly assignments whether the material  
is reviewed in your lesson at the indicated week or not reviewed at that time. DO NOT GET 
BEHIND IN YOUR WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS AS PRINTED IN THE LESSONS 
SYLLABUS. 
 
Attendance Policy: Lesson attendance is required. You are allowed one (1) unexcused absence 
for the semester before being penalized one letter grade per unexcused absence on your final 
grade. University excused absences are allowed with proper documentation. See instructor for 
further details.  
 
Jury: You are required to transcribe and to play either a form-based drum set solo or the time-
keeping/comping patterns of a drummer over a tune form. Your transcription should be chosen 
by the third lesson of the semester. Transcriptions must be complete by the eighth lesson of the 
semester. Failure to complete and to play a transcription by the eighth lesson will result in the 
lowering of your grade by one letter grade.  
 
Departmental: You are required to perform on a Percussion Departmental on either drum set or 
the other instrument on which you are taking lessons this semester (snare/marimba/vibes/etc). 
Failure to do so will result in the lowering of your grade by one letter grade. I must approve 
rehearsal recording of a drum set performance piece before I will approve it for a departmental 
performance.  
 
Make-Up Lessons:  Due to occasional professional obligations, I may need to miss some lessons 
throughout the semester. You will have the opportunity to reschedule any lessons that I miss. 
Watch my studio door for announcements and sign-up sheets. If you miss a make-up, or do not 
sign up for one, you have lost that lesson and it will be regarded as an unexcused absence.  
 
Additional Items:  
 



 
• I reserve the right to change or amend this syllabus with proper notice. 
• This course follows the UNT producers and guidelines for academic dishonesty  

  http://www.unt.edu/policy/UNT_Policy/volume3/18_1_16.pdf and disabilities  
  http://www.unt.edu/policy/UNT_Policy/volume3/18_1_14.html 

• If you have a physical or mental disability that may affect your playing or your 
ability to comprehend please tell me at the beginning of the semester.  

 
 
Grading: I’ll be grading your weekly assignment performances and recording a weekly grade.  
Keep your standards high – don’t forget, these lessons are for you!  Your final grade will break 
down as follows: 
 
Lesson grades: 65%  (13 weeks x 5% each week) 
Final jury: 35%  
 
A =  Completely prepared;  all assignments completed with excellent quality 
B =  Moderately prepared;  most assignments completed with good quality 
C =  Somewhat prepared;  some assignments completed with good quality, others not at all or poor quality 
D =  Poorly prepared;  most assignments not completed or with very poor quality 
F =  Not at all prepared. 
 
 
If I need to contact you, it will be via UNT email. No social media communication will be 
used; although text or phone in an emergency may be used .



 


